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The White House ackn(swledded yes-
_terday__that . President ..Carter. .dis-
cussed *“low-classification” State De-
' pa."tment cables with- his-brother, Bllly,
concerning Billy. Carter’s tirst trlp to
leya in September 1978. :
A., ‘.thte ‘House-.. spokesman saxd
however, that the president. “does not
now recall”. having shown h:s brother
the cables or havmg gwen him copies
Of them. 5 el
.. The presxdent’s latest dxsclosme in
‘the’ controverSy about his brother’s ties
to, beya was. prompted by revelations
‘earlier i in the day on- Capitol' Hill at a
‘meeting of the House' Judxcxary Com-

Wustlce Department‘ records turned
-over. to the committee Tuesday, ‘com:
‘mittee: members:; .said; “showed . that
.Billy’ Carter told: ‘government -investi:|
zvators last wmter that ‘he had ¢opies
of " State - Department "cable *‘traffic:
;'about his-"-Libyan* : trips and “/that’
Jimmy gave them to me.”:: 2
N V‘mcmd sharp dismay;about the c0n—
tents of that interview, conducted ldst
‘Jan:‘ls at’* Billy-Carter's Buena: szta
Ga.,,home, ‘the:: Judlcxary Commxttee
qmckly' demanded :r formal explana'
‘tiomr from: the prestdent as it apprqved
aresolutlon of inquiry mto Bill Car-
ter‘s-actxwtxes =Y ES kg
3 :Committee” Chalrman o
dmo Jr:"(D-N.J.) sald ‘the’ resolutxon
could not come :up on' the ‘House ﬂoor
‘beforeAug: 19, .after the. Democratm
‘National Convenbon SR
</Meanwhile, the Justice’ Departm‘ent
. took back.. the documents drawm,ﬂ
T protests from both Democrauc and
_‘Republican. committee members. ;.
u= I its initial response to: the new fu—

‘“4-.,*1

ror1 the thte House xssued ar state. -

ment’that deputy press secretary Ray
Jedkins read to._ _reporters - Yesterday
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pre51dent’s “pest recollectlon
the!'fstatement 'said, ‘is .that the: 0'11J k
- Stite Department. cables he has ever
dx ussed :with, Billy. Carter are low
cla§51f1cahon cables™ from” Gur embassy -
in ‘leya reportmrf on: Billy Carter’s
flrst “trip-'to. Libya:in ‘September of.
19'58‘and indicating that the trip had;
gone well from'the.- embaSSy s pomt of
view: ‘ 4 o
:'“’I‘he presxdent~~does not nowfrecall—
whether he ‘saw' the texts of these ca-
bles himselfors: ‘heard - about--them-
from others He does not now recall
showmd the’ texts “to. Bxlly Carter or
giving him copxes -
3enkms said’ the cables ere proba-
bly{ classified’. “confidential?® or -#lim:
jted<use only;2iwhich are relatively-
loti’r rankings in the government’s clas-
sx.icatlon system: Jenkins- also-said it
w3is his* “impression” that the presi-
dent had discussed-these’ cables with
Bxlly ‘Carter shortly, after the presi-
dent's brother- returned from h]S Sep-
tember 1978 trip. Pk i
_Rep ‘Harold- S_Sawyer (R-Mich:) dis-
QSed ‘Billy;:Carter’s account in the
course of" commxttee ‘debate ‘on’ “the
res’olunon .of 7 inquiry, ' which could
‘trigger a second congressional investi-
gation, of . Billy : Carter’s. Libyan . con-
nechopsand the administration’s han-
:<The Senate ‘Thas already\
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awyer said:an” FB report;
Jan '16 interview with the pre51dent’

br:other showed that Billy. Carter;“said:
heﬁad been furnshed alt‘State De—r
partment ‘cable: traffx is
and thaf he: had them~at his hOuse

\E ‘Sawyer sai

any parucular ‘frips or .date”. for-'his"

,clams ‘But the president’s brother; did .
*tell 'his- interrogators. that’ “A'Jlm"ny:

gatve thermito™ e, Sawy
porters durmg a break.’ 7

‘I’m precxsely sure. of hat. F'm. sa3
m;g,” Sawyer: ‘added. “T'm a’ strial. law'
.yer.- l.'read dOcuments very. carefully X

3

e ond t}'at Sawyer recounteﬂ,:‘he:

call whether "Billy Carter pmpmnted_i_'

‘;‘IJustlce Department offxczals;stooh,

.
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their four volumes of documents back

from the committee Tuesday evening
apparenth with 1o intention'of releas-
mg them again. until:zthe -full: House
a"ts on the resolution of inguiry.. But
several “other “committee- members
who-had a chance tosinspectithe rec-
ords before they werey thhdrawn cor-
roborated Sawyer’s account. 3320 o0
“‘Exther it's.a gross. \'1olauon of the
commumcatmns statute by the presx-
dent or Billy Carter is guilty ‘of a. fels
ony" in lying to government 1nvest1ga
tors, -Sawyer- -contended -at one -point.
‘He said :later that he assumed the ca
bles were elassified. | = ¢
+“L:wouldn't be.- surpnse he
[Bxlly . Carter} - furmshed them to
the beyan government,” Sawyer told
‘reporters.<He: ‘said.the FBI report- onl
the interview showed that the presi-
dent’s brother mentioned -the' cable
traffic in support of a claim that his|
visits to Libya had been “good: Ior thv
United States. ” : R
- Sawver said the Justice Department
‘records showed that Billy Carter had
not:been telling the truth in the’ Jar:
16 interview. when he was asked how;
much he-had "been pald by the

At that. point; he had'been pald $20. -
:000 by the I_lbyans, by a-check that
-Randy.Coleman, ar; associate Of: Billy
JCa"ter had picked-up. in Washmvton
i{;r-’Dec 27 according to’ sources;-But
in-the Jani16 interview, Sawyet. szixd’
‘the president’s brother:said;he had-re-
celved “only a few: vold bracelets"rand
relmbursement. of : some $6,000-to- $7,-
000 in " expenses he‘ said: henmcurred«
while “eéscorting; athb_,an delegatlon
on & 1979 tnp to. the Umted.qtate el

. Justice * Depa.r“tment t Potficials’ evi:’
dently chose to ignore the-inconsisten- 7}
‘cies, :One depart'nent lawyer” who
worked on the-case’ also-said he was¥

ok aware ofi.any. follow-uo effort_toq -

.check out Bnly Carter’s.claims of -hav-
‘ing been ‘given-the-State: Depa i
cab]e trafflc by the presxdent.t

- 1J0el Liskér, the héad:-of the - Justiceq

Department’s forelgrr agents _registra-|
-tion vnit,: and:an. “EBI agent-who ‘ac-
compamed Lisker;: smply felt that it
swas~another ‘of Billy: Carter’s .“irre-
sponsible: “statements,” " this. source:
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